Research Work in Students’ Life

The demand for competent specialists has grown in our time. Our young people are taking full advantage of their right to education. Those who call themselves students today will become working people tomorrow and their socio-political stand and knowledge will largely determine the country's future.
According to the dictionary, the Latin word «Student» means «One devoted to learning». Indeed, the chief task of a student is to learn. Attendance at all lectures, seminars and practical classes is compulsory for all students. At the end of each term students must take tests on practical work and examinations on theory. 
However, higher education does not only mean lectures, seminars and exams. Students' life at leisure-time is versatile and interesting. There are all kinds of opportunities for students to develop their talents and creative drives. Our students participate in international competitions and student exchange programs and take first places at competitions in different subjects such as mathematics, economy and programming. 
Much attention in our country is paid to students’ living conditions, providing non-residents with a hostel accommodation. Student dormitories offer good conditions for leisure-time cultural and sporting events. The students residing there have special relaxation rooms, individual workrooms, sporting rooms with the necessary facilities. Each dormitory has an elected student council responsible for the social and cultural life of its residents. Universities place at students’ free disposal sports facilities and library funds, encourage their creative activities.
In spite of an active public and social life, the key point of higher education is still to create all opportunities for students to develop their scientific potential and cultivate their habits of researchers.
Every year (every term) the students of our faculty are required to complete a research project under the direction of one of the faculty members. Research projects culminate in writing a course-paper (for ecology juniors) or a diploma paper (for ecology seniors). Thus, completion of research requires a written work and public presentation of results, typically at a special meeting. Students also take part (participate) in various scientific conferences where they make reports and presentations on their research work. 
Projects can include research in environmental ecology, evolutionary ecology, physiological ecology, behavioral ecology and population ecology. Many students participate in special programs and travel to different regions of our country to do their scientific research.
Student research projects vary with interest. For example, I carry out an investigation and prepare a research paper under the supervision of the staff member of название факультета/кафедры department/chair. 
My supervisor is назвать руководителя who holds a doctorate. His/her research interests are назвать научные интересы руководителя. My supervisor assists (helps) me in many ways. I often meet him/her to discuss the results of my work. He/She helped me to choose a useful topic for my research. 
The theme of my work is тема исследования. The object of my work is объект исследования. The subject of the investigation is предмет исследования. The main objective of my work is цель исследования (можно и задачи перечислить: например, выявить..., определить..., установить..., сравнить..., установить корреляции между..., показать/продемонстрировать..., систематизировать..., классифицировать..., уточнить..., обосновать..., составить перечень...., разработать модель анализа/рекомендации ... и проч.). 
I study … (в двух-трех предложениях рассказать о том, что делаете в своем исследовании: определяете, систематизируете, сравниваете, обобщаете, выделяете, выявляете, классифицируете и под.). The main results of my work are as follows: I have shown…, classified …, generalized …, determined …, singled out … . 
My supervisor reviews the major sections of my work, makes critical comments on each draft of it. With the assistance of my supervisor, I prepare articles and other works. At the moment I have (вставить количество работ) papers published. My research is of both practical and theoretical value and I am very proud of it. 


Vocabulary notes:

	advantage
	преимущество

	attendance
	посещение

	concern
	забота

	creative drives
	творческие способности

	cultivate
	развивать

	demand
	спрос

	develop
	развивать

	disposal
draft
	распоряжение
набросок, черновик

	exchange program
	программа по обмену

	high educational establishment
	высшее учебное заведение

	hostel
	общежитие

	master
	совершенствовать

	participate
	принимать участие

	stand
	положение

	student council
	студенческий совет

	versatile
	многосторонний


Exercises

Ex. 1 Give English equivalents to the following words.

Полное преимущество, право на образование, общественно-политическое положение, знания, основная задача, посещение, лекция, практическое занятие, семестр, зачет по практической работе, экзамен по теории, высшее учебное заведение, разносторонний, возможность, развивать таланты и творческие способности, программа по обмену, общежитие, ходить на экскурсии, достопримечательность, студенческий совет.

Ex. 2 Match the words with their definitions.

	1) an insistent and peremptory request, made as of right
	a) ability

	2) a person who is studying at a university or other place of higher education
	b) theory

	3) a formal test that you take to show your knowledge or ability in a particular subject
	c) demand

	4) an educational talk to an audience, especially one of students in a university
	d) to master

	5) able to adapt or be adapted to many different functions or activities
	e) exam

	6) an establishment which provides lodging for a specific group of people, such as students, workers, or travellers 
	f) seminar

	7) possession of the means or skill to do something
	g) hostel

	8) a conference or other meeting for discussion or training
	 h) lecture

	9) to acquire complete knowledge or skill in (a subject, technique, or art)
	i) hostel

	10) a set of principles on which the practice of an activity is based
	j) student


Ex. 3 Insert prepositions in the sentences.

1) The demand … competent specialists has grown … our time. 

2) According … the dictionary, the Latin word «Student» means «One devoted … learning». 

3) Attendance … all lectures, seminars and practical classes is compulsory … all students. 

4) … the end of each term they must take tests … practical work and examinations … theory. 

5) … addition students participate … international scientific conferences and competitions and student exchange programs. 
6) Much attention is paid … students’ living conditions, providing non-residents … a hostel accommodation. 

Ex. 4 Say if the following statements are true or false to the text.

1) The demand for competent specialists has not grown in our time. 

2) Students’ socio-political stand and knowledge will determine the country's future. 

3) Attendance at all lectures, seminars and practical classes is free for all students. 

4) Higher education in Belarus means only lectures, seminars and exams. 

5) There are all kinds of opportunities for the students to develop their talents and creative drives. 

6) Belarusian teams take first places at competitions in different subjects and disciplines. 

Ex. 5 Answer the questions according to the text.

1) Are Belarusian young people taking full advantage of their right to education?
2) What does the word “student” mean?
3) The chief task of the student is to learn, isn’t it?
4) Must students take tests on practical work and exams on theory?
5) Can students develop their talents at universities? What can they do?
6) Is much or little attention paid to students’ living conditions?
7) Belarusian students take an active part in public life, don’t they?
8) What do universities place at students’ free disposal?
9) What is your university (faculty)?
10) When did you enter the University?
11) Do you carry out research work as a student?
12) What is the topic of your research project?
13) What are you now? (a first-year student or a second-year student).
14) What field do you make your research in?
15) Who is your scientific adviser? Is he (she) a Candidate of Sciences or a Doctor of Sciences?
16) How did you come up with the topic of your course-paper? What is it?
17)  Why have you chosen this topic for your scientific work?
18) What is the aim of your investigation?
19) What questions are you going to consider in your research work?
20) How much research work have you already done? (collected the data, experiments, completed the theoretical / experimental section).
21)  What is the subject-matter of research work?
22) Do you need to make experiments for your research?
23) How many chapters will your work contain?
24) What is the aim of your practical chapter?
25) What is the novelty of your research?
26) What methods do you employ? 
27) Do you have any articles published?
28) What informative periodicals do you use in your research (in Russian and in English)?
29) When are you planning to defend your research project?
30) Do you need the English language in your research work?

Ex. 6 Translate these sentences from Russian into English.

1) Потребность в компетентных специалистах возросла в наше время.

2) Основной задачей студента является «учиться». 

3) В конце каждого семестра студенты должны сдавать зачеты по практической работе и экзамены по теории.

4) Студенческая жизнь в свободное время разносторонняя и интересная.

5) Белорусские команды занимают первые места на олимпиадах по математике, экономике и программированию. 

6) У студентов, живущих в общежитиях, есть специальные комнаты отдыха, комнаты для работы, помещения для занятий спортом со всем необходимым оборудованием.
Ex.7 Speak on the following topics.
